A trial was undertaken to assess the efficacy of flubendazole against experimentally induced trichinellosis in pigs when given mixed with food at different dose rates. At the start of the experiment, 48 pigs were infected with approximately 35,000 larvae of Trichinella spiralis, afterwhat the animals were distributed in six groups. The first three groups were used to test the activity of the drug against adult stages. Other three groups served to define the efficacy against muscle larvae. The dose rate of flubendazole varied according to the purpose of the experiment (from 8 mg/kg up to 62 mg/kg). At the end of the trial, the pigs were necropsied and the number of adults and larvae in predilection muscles were determined. At a dose rate of 8 mg/kg flubendazole supplied with food during eight days was 100 % effective against adults. At a dose rate of 31 mg/kg flubendazole administered for 14 days was 72.35 % effective. Treatment with higher dosages of flubendazole (62 mg/kg) resulted in increased efficacy (87.77 %) against the parasites. The biological assay performed with larvae from the muscle samples originating from the pigs treated with 62 mg/kg showed that at least half of the larvae were not infective.
M
any compounds have been alleged to be effective against Trichinella.
Some of them are still used in the treatment of patients but none of them up to now found a significant role in the treatment of pigs. Flubendazole is a broad spectrum anhelmintic which is well tollerated in all animals.
The activity of flubendazole against Trichinella spiralis in pigs was just preliminary reported by Thienpont & Vanparijs (1980) , Vanparijs & Thienpont (1980) and Vanparijs & Thienpont (1984) . A more extended study was conducted by Vanparijs et al. (1979) . The authors found a high activity of this compound against all Trichinella stages in rats. The knowledge on efficacy in Mesto (BIOVERMIN, original package) and was mixed in commercial food at designed dosage rates (Table I) .
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ADULT STAGE
AND MUSCLE LARVAE RECOVERY PROCEDURE
The intestines were slit lengthwise and incubated for two hours in warm saline. After thorough grinding, muscle samples (20 g) were artificially digested during 45 minutes. All the recovered larvae were immediately counted in order to distinguish viable from non viable or damaged larvae.
Article available at http://www.parasite-journal.org or http://dx.doi.org/10.1051/parasite/200108s2191 * days after infection ** days after treatment. 
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